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A student thinking about someone else and tak-
ing the time to help them is a refreshing change in a
time when too often those in need go overlooked. An
act of kindness that comes from the heart is note-
worthy and worth celebrating.

Alejandro Chavarin, a Palo Verde Union Elemen-
tary School student, models the Character Counts!
Caring Pillar traits. He is kind, compassionate, and
helped someone less fortunate than himself. His
story of generosity and thoughtfulness is a story
that needs to be told. 

Teacher Audra Sanchez nominated Alejandro af-
ter a teacher’s aide saw the boy discreetly bring a
new pair of shoes to school for a friend who needed
them.

“It touches my heart and is something I have nev-
er seen a student do before,” Sanchez said. “Alejan-
dro is the definition of caring and he deserves this 

Student made sure
his friend had shoes

Alejandro Chavarin, a Palo Verde Union Elementary School student, models the Character Counts! Caring
Pillar traits. PROVIDED BY TULARE COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION

Palo Verde’s Chavarin
exemplifies generosity
and thoughtfulness
Meade Trueworthy
Character Counts!

SACRAMENTO, Calif. – Gov. Gavin Newsom is
planning a one-day visit to Israel this week to meet
people affected by that country’s war with Hamas,
stopping over en route to China where he will discuss
policies to curb global warming. 

The Democratic governor is set to arrive Friday in
Israel with plans to depart later that same day for
Hong Kong. His office didn’t immediately answer
questions about his schedule and activities in Israel.

“I’m on my way to Israel,” Newsom confirmed in a
message posted on X, formerly known as Twitter. “I’ll
be meeting with those impacted by the horrific ter-
rorist attacks and offering California’s support.” 

California is also sending medical supplies to the
region, including provisions intended for the Gaza
Strip, his office said. 

On Wednesday, Newsom announced more securi-
ty funding for places of worship in California, includ-
ing $10 million to immediately increase the police
presence at such places as mosques and synagogues.

“Amid the horror unfolding in the Middle East fol-
lowing the unconscionable terrorist attacks in Israel,
California is authorizing the immediate deployment
of funds to increase security” at worship sites, New-
som said in a statement. “No matter how and where
one prays, every Californian deserves to be safe.”

California is home to the largest population of
Arab Americans in the United States, according to
the Arab American Institute. It also has the second
largest populations of Jews in the U.S., according to
the American Jewish Population Project at Brandeis
University.

The war that began on Oct. 7 after Hamas mili-
tants stormed into Israel, and Israel vowed to destroy
the militant group, has become the deadliest of five
Gaza wars for both sides. 

Newsom’s visit comes after New York Gov. Kathy
Hochul arrived Wednesday in Israel to offer solidarity
and support. President Joe Biden also wrapped up a 7
1/2-hour visit to Israel that same day in which he ne-
gotiated a deal for limited humanitarian aid into Gaza
from Egypt.

Newsom is scheduled to participate in a weeklong
tour focused on climate change policies in China,
starting in Hong Kong on Monday. He will also visit
Beijing, Shanghai and the provinces of Guangdong
and Jiangsu.

Newsom to
make visit
to Israel 
Trân NguyỄn
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gov. Gavin Newsom will visit Israel on Friday to
meet with those impacted by the violence ahead of
his planned trip in China to discuss policies to curb
global warming. JOSÉ LUIS VILLEGAS/AP FILE
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Student Name: Josiah A. Diaz
Grade: 5 
School: Pinkham Elementary School, Visalia 

Statement: 
Nominator Jennifer Kirkman says,

“While Josiah is a strong individual,
he is equally emphatic. Josiah deeply
cares about his family, his class-
mates, teachers, and staff. Part of my
role as a school counselor is to imple-
ment a schoolwide kindness week.
When I was talking with him about

kindness week, he asked me if he could get addition-
al cards to thank staff members and students who
have helped him. He is continually looking for an ex-
tra person to thank and exhibits genuine gratitude.
With Josiah, it is a genuine deep interest in helping
his fellow community members. His level of respon-
sibility is above that of most students I work with, he 

Character Counts!
Caring finalists 
Meade Trueworthy
Character Counts!

Diaz

See CARING FINALISTS, Page 2A

CHARACTER COUNTS! 

See CHAVARIN, Page 3A
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WORLD CITIES TODAY

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, 
r-rain, t-thunderstorms, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice

NATIONAL CITIES TODAY
-Morrison Planetarium, CA Academy of Sciences

U.S./MEXICO
Shown are today’s noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day. 

Thursday Source: NAB

MAIN POLLUTANT

0-50, good; 51-100, moderate; 101-150, unhealthy 
for sensitive groups; 151-200, unhealthy, 
201-300, very unhealthy; 301-500, Hazardous.
Source: www.valleyair.org

AIR QUALITY TODAY

MAIN POLLUTANT

POLLEN

8 a.m. Noon 4 p.m. 8 p.m.

The AccuWeather.com Real Feel 
Temperature® is an exclusive 
index of effective temperature 
based on eight weather factors.
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TULIE’S 5-DAY FORECAST
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Source:
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FRI SAT SUN MON
0-2: Low, 3-5: Moderate, 6-7: High, 

8-10: Very high, 11+: Extreme

UV INDEX

4 4 4 1

National Extremes

(For the 48 contiguous states)

Mostly sunny today. An afternoon shower in spots in 
the far north and near Lake Tahoe; pleasant in the far 
south.

Intervals of clouds 
and sun today, but 
areas of low clouds 
and fog in the north 
bay; pleasant near the 
bay and on the pen-
insula.

Low clouds and fog, 
then sunshine at the 
coast today; mostly 
sunny and very warm 
in the inland valleys.

Very hot in the deserts today with 
blazing sunshine; areas of low 
clouds and fog, then sunshine in the 
west. Sunny in the mountains.

Mostly sunny today; hot. Clear to 
partly cloudy tonight.

Sunny to partly cloudy today; very warm. Clear to 
partly cloudy tonight. Partly sunny tomorrow. Sunday: 
a shower in spots; cool.

High/low  .............................  89/54
Normal high/low  .................  77/51
Record high  ..................  94 in 1933
Record low  ...................  33 in 1949

4 a.m.  ..............................  29.97 in.
4 p.m.  ..............................  29.91 in.

Lake Kaweah:Lake Kaweah: Capacity 185,620 acre-feet, Inflow 162 cfs; Release 
129 cfs; Storage 20,349 acre-feet.

4 a.m.  ..................................... 83%
4 p.m.  ..................................... 24%

Visalia Municipal Apt. through 4 p.m. Thu.

Albany, NY 62 55 pc
Albuquerque 82 54 s
Anchorage 37 22 s
Atlantic City 65 55 r
Baltimore 71 54 c
Birmingham 78 49 pc
Bismarck 74 38 s
Boise 79 50 s
Boston 65 58 sh
Charleston, SC 75 52 t
Charlotte, NC 68 47 sh
Cheyenne 81 41 s

Cincinnati 58 43 sh
Cleveland 59 48 sh
Dallas 91 60 s
Fairbanks 26 18 c
Flagstaff 78 38 s
Helena 75 42 s
Honolulu 86 72 r
Indianapolis 58 43 sh
Jacksonville 80 56 t
Juneau 50 40 c
Kansas City 78 53 s
Las Vegas 93 65 s

Nashville 72 48 sh
Oklahoma City 86 55 s
Omaha 77 50 s
Orlando 83 67 pc
Philadelphia 69 56 r
Pittsburgh 58 49 r
Reno 84 48 s
Richmond 72 51 t
St. Louis 72 53 s
Spokane 71 47 s
Tulsa 83 57 s
Washington, DC 71 54 c

61 88 95 72

119 Unhealthy for 
sensitive grps

Ozone

Forecasts and graphics provided
by AccuWeather Inc.AccuWeather Inc. ©2023

Sunset tonight  ........ 6:15 p.m.
Sunrise Sat.  ............. 7:09 a.m.
Moonrise Sat.  .......... 2:14 p.m.
Moonset Sat.  ......... 11:48 p.m.

Amsterdam 55 51 r
Athens 77 67 s
Beijing 67 38 pc
Bermuda 79 75 r
Bogota 68 50 r
Cairo 86 69 s
Copenhagen 46 42 r
Dublin 57 46 sh
Frankfurt 60 53 sh
Guatemala City 79 62 t
Havana 84 65 r
Hong Kong 83 69 t
Jerusalem 77 58 s
Lima 73 65 pc
Lisbon 66 56 pc
London 62 52 r

Madrid 62 45 pc
Manila 88 77 c
Mexico City 78 51 c
Moscow 40 33 r
Nassau 80 73 t
New Delhi 88 65 s
Panama 86 75 t
Paris 66 51 r
Rio de Janeiro 75 69 c
Rome 81 63 c
San Salvador 84 69 t
Seoul 60 37 s
Tokyo 78 63 pc
Toronto 60 49 sh
Vancouver 59 48 pc
Vienna 75 61 c

Grass  ........................  Absent
Trees  ............................  High
Weeds  ...........................  Low
Mold  ..............................  Low

Bakersfield 0.00” 0.15” 0.17” 0.00” 0.33” (2004)
Fresno 0.00” 0.00” 0.27” 0.00” 0.75” (2004)
Hanford 0.00” 0.00” 0.23” 0.00” 0.04” (1936)
Los Angeles 0.00” 0.00” 0.26” 0.23” 0.32” (2004)
Porterville 0.00” 0.00” 0.25” 0.00” 2.12” (1972)
San Francisco 0.00” trace 0.35” 0.00” 1.65” (2004)
San Luis Obispo 0.00” trace 0.34” trace 0.14” (1979)
Visalia 0.00” 0.00” 0.25” 0.00” 0.93” (1936)
Tulare 0.00” 0.00” 0.25” 0.00” ---

Data for city-specific airports through 4 p.m. Thu.

Season begins 
October 1

TUESDAYSATURDAYTODAY SUNDAY MONDAY

Oct 21 Oct 28 Nov 5 Nov 13

After sunset, the Great Square in 
Pegasus the Flying Horse is high in 
the east. About 15 degrees off its 
northernmost corner, binoculars 
reveal a stretched-out smudge 
of light which is the Andromeda 
Galaxy - a galaxy like our own, 
located about 2.5 million light-
years away.

First Full Last New

95/56

96/65

68/54
94/63

75/55

83/62

94/55 100/77

86/55

88/55

95/57

63/56

64/57

82/55
70/58

93/55

94/59

94/56

Pine Flat Reservoir/Kings River:Pine Flat Reservoir/Kings River: Capacity 1 million acre-feet, Inflow 
1,228 cfs; Release 3,019 cfs; Storage 591,946 acre-feet.

Lake Success/Tule River:Lake Success/Tule River: Capacity 82,300 acre-feet, Inflow 118 cfs; 
Release 678 cfs; Storage 38,454 acre-feet.

83/5394/55 80/4978/56 72/49

High  ..... 105 at Palm Springs, CA
Low  ...........  17 at Angel Fire, NM

CDEC as of midnight Thursday

Thursday

Road report
h California Highway Patrol: http://cad.chp.ca.gov h Caltrans: (800) 427-7623, www.dot.ca.gov h Fog conditions: 445-6701 h Sequoia National Park highway conditions: 565-3341 

Student: Clarissa Vasquez

Grade: 1

School: Pleasant Elementary School

Comment: Pleasant Elementary School staff share, “Clarissa
has a beautiful heart and a smile that can light up the room.
She truly exemplifies all the characteristics of the Six Pillars of
Character and has been chosen to represent her classroom for trustworthi-
ness because she is a good friend, she is honest in her words and actions,
and she always tells the truth. She shows trustworthiness by doing the right
thing in all circumstances and is a true example for others.”

Pillar Represented: Trustworthiness

Through the CHARACTER COUNTS! program, the Tulare County Office of
Education and the Visalia Times-Delta/Tulare Advance-Register recognize
local students who exhibit good character.

CHARACTER COUNTS!

genuinely feels a desire to be a change
agent in our community.”

Student Name: Mateo
Perez Rodriguez 

Grade: Kindergarten
School: Westfield Ele-

mentary School, Porter-
ville

Statement:
Nominator Angelica

Bermudez says, “Mateo
comes to school every sin-
gle day with the happiest

attitude and positive aura. He greets not
just teachers, but most staff members,
with a big smile. He is outgoing, expres-
sive, and enjoys giving hugs and smiles.
When a classmate is in need, Mateo is
quick to find an adult. On the first day of
school, he made his teacher a paper flow-
er bouquet and said he made it out of pa-
per so they would last forever. He is very
empathetic and always tries to make oth-
ers feel better when he sees they might be
upset. He is honest, treats all staff and
students with respect, and loves to give.

He is hardworking, loves
to learn, and always does
his absolute best.”

Student Name: Melis-
sa Rodriguez 

Grade: 4 
School: Strathmore El-

ementary School, Strath-
more 

Statement:
Nominator Joni Medina says, “Me-

lissa exemplifies kindness to anyone
lucky enough to cross her path. She
has integrity as she doesn’t do kind
deeds in hope of recognition. Melissa
does not expect anyone to notice or
comment when she quietly lends a
helping hand or shows generosity.
One of the many times I caught her
being thoughtful was when she went
to my class treasure box. After earn-
ing a month’s worth of stickers, she fi-
nally got to pick a treasure. On her
way out of my classroom, I asked her
what she chose. With the biggest
smile, Melissa held up a toy truck and
said, ‘I got a toy for my baby brother!’
Undoubtedly, Melissa’s kindness
makes the world a better place! ”

Student Name: Ri-
cardo Rodriguez 

Grade: 3 
School: Pleasant

View Elementary
School, Poplar

Statement:
Nominator Tashima

Irving says, “This
young man has already

touched so many teachers and stu-
dents with his genuine heart and
compassionate character. I wit-
nessed Ricardo giving a student a
gentle pat on the back when they
were in our classroom library. He was
encouraging the student regarding a
situation. Facial expressions told it all
when they both looked at each other
and smiled as Ricardo patted him on

the back letting him know everything
was okay. There was another situation
where Ricardo and another student
didn’t know whose $5 of classroom
money was left on the table. 

The student thought it was his and

Ricardo couldn’t remember if he left it
there or if it really belonged to the other
student. Instead of arguing, Ricardo
gave the student the $5 without hesita-
tion. He truly deserves to be recognized
for his caring character.”

Caring finalists
Continued from Page 1A

Mateo
Perez
Rodriguez

Melissa
Rodriguez

Ricardo
Rodriguez

Through the CHARACTER COUNTS! program, the Tulare

County Office of Education and the Visalia

Times-Delta/Tulare Advance-Register recognize local

students who exhibit good character.
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SAN JOSE – A Silicon Valley executive who lied to
investors about inventing technology that tested for
allergies and COVID-19 using only a few drops of blood
was sentenced Wednesday to eight years in prison and
ordered to pay $24 million in restitution, federal pros-
ecutors said. 

Mark Schena, 60, was convicted last year of paying
bribes to doctors and defrauding the government after
his company billed Medicare $77 million for fraudu-
lent COVID-19 and allergy tests, the U.S. Department
of Justice said in a statement.

Schena claimed his Sunnyvale, California-based

company, Arrayit Corporation, had the only laboratory
in the world that offered “revolutionary microarray
technology” that allowed it to test for allergies and CO-
VID-19 with the same finger-stick test kit, prosecutors
said.

In meetings with investors, Schena claimed he was
on the shortlist for the Nobel Prize and falsely repre-
sented that Arrayit could be valued at $4.5 billion,
prosecutors said.

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, from 2018 through
February 2020, Schena and other employees paid
bribes to recruiters and doctors to run an allergy
screening test for 120 allergens ranging from stinging
insects to food allergens on every patient whether they

were needed or not, authorities said.
The case against Schena shared similarities with a

more prominent legal saga surrounding former Silicon
Valley star Elizabeth Holmes, who dropped out of
Stanford University in 2003 to found a company called
Theranos that she pledged would revolutionize health
care with a technology that could scan for hundreds of
diseases and other issues with just a few drops of
blood, too.

Holmes was convicted on four felony counts of in-
vestor fraud following a nearly four-month trial in the
same San Jose courtroom where Schena’s trial was
held. In May, Holmes entered a Texas prison where she
could spend the next 11 years.

Tech CEO sentenced to 8 years in fraud case
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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LOS ANGELES – Sales of previously occupied U.S.
homes in September fell for the fourth month in a
row, grinding to their slowest pace in more than a
decade as prospective homebuyers grapple with
surging mortgage rates and a near historic-low level
of properties on the market. 

Existing home sales fell 2% last month from Au-
gust to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 3.96 mil-
lion, the National Association of Realtors said Thurs-
day. That’s just above the 3.9 million unit pace that
economists were expecting, according to FactSet. But
it’s the slowest sales pace since October 2010, when
the market was still choked by foreclosures following
the housing bust several years earlier. 

Sales sank 15.4% compared with the same month
last year and are down 21% through the first nine
months of the year versus the same period in 2022.

Despite the housing market slump, home prices
kept climbing versus a year ago. The national median
sales price rose 2.8% from September last year to

$394,300. It slipped 3.1% from August.
“Clearly, the story of limited inventory and rising

and rising mortgage rates continues to hinder the
home sales market,” said Lawrence Yun, the NAR’s
chief economist.

Yun also said he expects mortgage rates will ease
by next spring.

“I think this is the top,” he said. “Maybe we’ll have
a few months of very difficult sales because of this
high interest rate, but things should be improving
next year.”

The weekly average rate on a 30-year mortgage
moved above 7% in August, when many of the home
sales that were finalized in September would have
gone under contract. It has remained above that
threshold since, surging this week to 7.63%, the high-
est level since 2000, according to mortgage buyer
Freddie Mac.

High rates can add hundreds of dollars a month in
costs for borrowers, limiting how much they can af-
ford in a market already out of reach for many Amer-
icans. They also discourage homeowners who locked
in rock-bottom rates two years ago from selling.

Mortgage rates have been climbing along with the
10-year Treasury yield, which lenders use as a guide
to pricing loans. Investors’ expectations for future in-
flation, global demand for U.S. Treasurys and what
the Fed does with interest rates can influence rates on
home loans.

The central bank has already pulled its main in-
terest rate to the highest level since 2001 in hopes of
extinguishing high inflation, and has indicated it may
cut rates by less next year than earlier expected. The
threat of higher rates for longer pushed Treasury
yields to their highest levels in more than a decade.

While surging mortgage rates have shut out many
prospective buyers, a chronic shortage of homes for
sale continues to keep the market competitive, espe-
cially for the most affordable homes.

Homes sold last month typically within just 21
days after hitting the market, and about 26% of
homes sold for more than their list price, the NAR
said.

Home sales fell again in September

Prospective homebuyers continue to grapple with surging mortgage rates and a near historic-low level of properties on the market. GENE J. PUSKAR/AP FILE

Surging mortgage rates, rising prices discouraged homebuyers
Alex Veiga
ASSOCIATED PRESS

award for his generosity and kindness.”
Alejandro’s mother also deserves credit for nur-

turing her son’s compassion.
Sanchez wrote the mother a note to tell her of Ale-

jandro’s generosity. The mother said she knew her
son cared so much she had to help. 

“Alejandro would often mention (to his mom) feel-
ing bad for this friend,” the boy’s teacher said. “So she
took him to buy shoes to replace the pair that had
holes in them”. 

This generous, kind, and compassionate act of
helping someone in need exemplifies the Character
Counts! Caring Pillar. 

Alejandro wanted no recognition for what he did.

His mother said her son was overcome with emotion. 
“That day he got home,” his mother said. “He didn’t

talk about it much but I could see he wanted to cry.” 
Alejandro is deserving of the Character Counts!

Caring Award and hopefully his story will inspire oth-
ers to act in such a thoughtful and generous manner
when witnessing someone in need. 

What makes a caring student?

h They are kind 
h They are compassionate 
h They show they care about others 
h They express the quality of thankfulness 
h They are forgiving 
h They help people in need 
h They do their share of work 
h They are friendly 
h They are empathetic and consider how others

feel 

Chavarin
Continued from Page 1A


