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Burk rises to top of
depth chart at Redwood
SPORTS, 1B

The Rabbit Fire, burning in the Sequoia National
Forest, has consumed more than 1,600 acres of wil-
derness and is 25% contained, according to the U.S.
Forest Service. 

The wildfire was ignited on Sept. 30, during a
lightning strike near Hume Lake Ranger District. The
fire is located near the Kings Canyon Overlook and
Buck Rock. 

On Monday, firing operations were being made
along Buck Rock Road/13S04 from Buck Rock Look-
out South to Big Meadows Road/14S11. Crews also
continued burning along Big Meadows/14S11 Road
West toward Generals Highway. A drone was used to
help fire managers in areas that are difficult and un-
safe to access by ground.

Trees that pose a threat to firefighters and the
public were removed, according to forest service offi-
cials. 

The fire continues to burn with low intensity and
is creeping through dead and downed trees that cov-
er the ground, according to fire officials. Although the
fire is approaching rocky ground, warmer weather
and low humidity could cause the fire’s intensity to
grow. 

A more “substantial” area of high pressure will
bring warmer temperatures by Wednesday and late
next week, according to forest officials. Temper-
atures could be as much as 5-10 degrees above nor-
mal.

Soft closures are in effect for the public’s safety.
The closures only impact roads and trails within the
Rabbit Fire area. 

Alternate routes are available to allow as much ac-
cess to the surrounding forest area as possible, U.S.
Forest officials stated on Monday. 

“With the public’s cooperation, we’ll continue to
monitor the soft closure numbers and duration, rec-
ognizing that fire personnel and public safety are the
focus,” officials stated in a social media post. 

Rabbit Fire
burning in
Sequoia
National
Forest grows
Sheyanne N Romero
Visalia Times-Delta
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The Rabbit Fire was ignited on Sept. 30, during a
lightning strike on Hume Lake Ranger District.
PROVIDED BY SEQUOIA NATIONAL FOREST

Student Name: Tarin Alaniz-Mederos 
Grade: 6 
School: Garden Elementary School, Tulare 
Statement: 
Nominator Charisse Hastings says, “I wish I

had the ability to select all the pil-
lars on Tarin's behalf! He is a
trustworthy young man, a pillar in
the community, a respectful and
responsible student leader, and a
caring human. Tarin is an amaz-
ing athlete who plays his sport
with a level head and encourages
his teammates to do the same.
I've had the privilege of being Ta-

rin's teacher in past years and have watched him
grow into the young man he is today. He has a
heart of gold that loves to serve and care for oth-
ers. Tarin is the student who will leave a game of
basketball at recess to ask the lone student to
join in on the game. He is an example to his peers
in words and actions. When he sets a goal for
himself, there is no stopping him.”

CHARACTER COUNTS! WEEK
FINALISTS: RESPECT

Alaniz-
Mederos

See FINALISTS, Page 6A

Starting a new school is scary. Children worry
about friends, their new teachers and who to play
with at recess. 

But, it’s also a time for those extroverted students
who want to make a difference and help others. 

Izamary Merida Solano, a sixth-grader at Roche
Avenue Elementary School in Porterville, is the hon-
oree for the Character Counts! Respect Award. She is
always on task and consistently treats her peers,
friends and teachers with respect, her teacher said. 

While she’s just learning English, she’s a helpful
leader at her school already. 

“She volunteers to contribute in class discussions,
even though I can tell she is nervous to speak, be-
cause she is an English-learner and still becoming flu-
ent in speaking English,” teacher and nominator, Cas-
sie Rapp said. “When working collaboratively, Izam-
ary works hard and helps her group mates when they
are struggling to understand a concept.”

When a new student joined Rapp’s sixth-grade
class at Roche a few weeks after the new school year
had started, Izamary volunteered to be the new stu-
dent’s “shoulder partner.” She showed up daily to help
the new student adjust to a new school and the flow of
the classroom. 

Izamary Merida Solano, left, a 6th grade student at Roche Avenue Elementary School in Porterville talks to
a friend at school. PROVIDED BY TULARE COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION

Porterville student helps
new students feel at home
Meade Trueworthy
Character Counts!

See STUDENTS, Page 6A

President Joe Biden was reportedly considering a
visit to Israel in a show of solidarity as the world
braced Monday for an expected Israeli ground inva-
sion of Gaza aimed at crushing Hamas, the militant
group that rules the war-battered enclave.

The death toll on both sides surpassed 4,000 on
Monday, and thousands more have been wounded
since Hamas militants swept into Israel on a stunning
rampage ten days ago. At least 199 people were being
held hostage in Gaza, Israeli officials said.

The U.S. death toll rose to 30, and the State Depart-
ment said 13 Americans remained missing but could
provide no count on the number of U.S. hostages.

1 million flee Gaza homes,
brace for Israeli invasion
Biden mulls Israel visit as
Blinken works to limit conflict
John Bacon
USA TODAY

See CONFLICT, Page 4A
Rockets are fired toward Israel from the Gaza Strip,
as seen from southern Israel Monday. LEO CORREA/AP
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Please let us know you are attending by October 16th.
Call us today to RSVP!

 Dine & Discover Park Visalia

Join us for a delicious lunch and discover the engaging lifestyle 
at Park Visalia senior living.

Saturday, October 21st
11:00am – 2:00pm

Meet our caring team and learn about our supportive assisted 
living and personalized Lightfinder™ memory care. Take a tour 

and have your questions answered.

(559) 429-6748

559-931-0092

†Offer ends October 31, 2023. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, 
or City of Buffalo, NY. 50% off installation labor applies to the installation of the KOHLER walk-in bath and may exclude 
costs associated with plumbing and electrical. Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer 
for financing details. 

“Our new students often struggle to
feel comfortable in a new environment,
especially in sixth grade, where many
students have known one another since
Kindergarten,” the teacher said. “She

has done a great job of representing the
pillar of respect.”

Izamary remembers how it feels to be
at a new school and wants to ensure stu-
dents are comfortable. 

“I feel happy to be chosen for the pil-
lar of respect,” Izamary said. “Some-
times it can be hard to be a new student,
but I feel happy that I can make new stu-
dents feel welcome, and make them feel

better if they are nervous.”
Rapp said Izamary is deserving of the

Character Counts! Respect Award be-
cause she stood up when others didn’t. 

“I am so grateful to have Izamary as a
student. Our new students often strug-
gle to feel comfortable in a new environ-
ment, especially in 6th grade, where
many students have known one another
since Kindergarten. She has done a

great job of representing the pillar of re-
spect!”

A student who treats others with re-
spect; follows the Golden Rule, is ac-
cepting of differences, uses good man-
ners, is considerate of the feelings of
others, and deals peacefully with dis-
agreements is upholding the Character
Counts! Respect Pillar.

Students
Continued from Page 1A

Student Name: Alexander Flores 
Grade: 5 
School: Cutler Elementary School,

Cutler 
Statement: 
Nominator Megan Thiessen says,

“Alexander comes to school with an atti-
tude of giving, community service, and
respect for every student and staff
around him. We have two students who
are newcomers to this country and he
has taken on the role of facilitator,
translator, and the general go-to person
in our class to help. Alexander shows
these students how we are expected to

learn and does it in a very
respectful way. He wants
them to feel not only wel-
comed but also cared
about in our classroom.
Having a student like Al-
exander in my class is
such a blessing. His kind

nature and respectful ways make a
world of difference in our classroom
community.”

Student Name: KaiLee Gilbert 
Grade: 11
School: Tulare Union High School,

Tulare 
Statement: 
Nominators Bailey Akins, Ivan Arce

and Mark Hatton say, “KaiLee shows re-
spect on and off the field/court. We have
had the privilege of coaching KaiLee in

both basketball and soft-
ball and she has shown
such great character in
everything she does. She
shows respect to her
teammates, opponents,
coaches, and – most im-
portantly – she respects

the game she’s playing. KaiLee works
hard and always treats others the way
she wants to be treated. KaiLee has been
faced with many challenges that could
cause her to lose her good character, but
she takes those challenges and uses
them to make her a stronger person.”

Student Name: Jerusalem Juarez
Grade: 2 
School: Roosevelt Elementary

School, Tulare 
Statement: 

Nominator Cristal
Campos says, “Jerusalem
consistently demon-
strates our school's core
values of being respect-
ful, responsible, and hav-
ing a positive attitude to-
ward creating new rela-

tionships in and out of the classroom.
Jerusalem comes to school every day
with a big smile, and is always ready to
learn. She consistently uses good man-
ners and treats others the way she
wants to be treated. When she speaks to
me and any other adult she is polite and
respectful. I have also had the opportu-
nity to see her interact with her class-
mates and she always treats them with
kindness. I am so proud of you, Jerusa-
lem. Keep up the good work! ”

Finalists
Continued from Page 1A

Flores Gilbert Juarez

Va. school bus overturns, injuring driver
and 12 children, officials say

SUFFOLK, Va. – A bus driver and 12 children were hurt
when a school bus headed to a southeastern Virginia ele-
mentary school overturned Monday morning, officials
said.

City of Suffolk spokesperson Jennifer Moore said the
crash happened around 9:30 a.m. on Cypress Chapel
Road, WAVY-TV reported.

The school bus was headed to Southwestern Elemen-
tary School when the crash occurred. Images from the
scene showed the bus on its side across much of the
road.

The driver and children were taken to hospitals with
minor injuries, Moore said. School personnel notified the
parents of the students involved.

Suffolk is 19 miles southwest of Norfolk. The cause of
the crash is under investigation.

Arrest made in shooting that
killed Philadelphia officer

PHILADELPHIA – A suspect has been arrested in an
airport parking garage shooting that killed a Philadel-

phia police officer and injured another last week, au-
thorities said. Police have scheduled a Monday after-
noon news conference to release more information.

Authorities said the two officers had just arrived at
work at about 11 p.m. Thursday when they heard break-
ing glass and saw several people breaking into a car in
the parking lot at Philadelphia International Airport. A
confrontation ensued, and the two officers and one of
the suspects were shot.

Fifty-year-old Officer Richard Mendez, who had been
on the force for more than two decades, was shot four
times and was pronounced dead at a hospital. Officer
Raul Ortiz, a 20-year veteran of the force, was shot once
in his arm and was released from the hospital Saturday.

Canada forges agreement to help Philippines
track illegal fishing vessels 

MANILA, Philippines – Canada will help the Philip-
pines detect illegal fishing with its satellite surveillance
system under a new agreement, Philippine officials said
Monday.

The arrangement gives the National Coast Watch
Center of the Philippines access to data from Canada’s
“Dark Vessel Detection System,” which harnesses satel-
lite technology to track illegal fishermen even if they
switch off their location transmitting devices, the De-

partment of Foreign Affairs in Manila said.
Illegal and unregulated fishing is a problem across the

Philippine archipelago, including in disputed areas of
the South China Sea. The Philippine coast guard has ac-
cused Chinese coast guard ships and fishing vessels of
switching off their location-transmitting devices to
avoid detection and surveillance.

Italian lawmakers debate
Holocaust Museum

MILAN – Italian lawmakers on Monday marked the
80th anniversary of the Nazi roundup of more than 1,200
Roman Jews in the Holocaust with a debate on a mea-
sure to partially fund a long-delayed Holocaust Museum
in the capital.

The Shoah Museum project was launched in 2007,
but has foundered over funding, a location and even re-
luctance to highlight the role of Italy’s fascist govern-
ment as a perpetrator in the Holocaust.

The project was revived this year by far-right leader
Giorgia Meloni and her culture minister, Gennaro Sangi-
uliano, both of the far-right Brothers of Italy party with
neo-fascist roots. Italy’s lower house will vote later this
week on a measure that includes $10.5 million in funding
for the museum over the next three years, following Sen-
ate approval this summer.

NATION AND WORLD BRIEFS


